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In response to the COVID-19 pandemic situation: 

- Although I have temporarily suspended some of our non-essential services like V.I.N. 

inspections, fingerprinting and civil process, I have declared us to be "fully functional" for all 

emergencies and calls for service, our drug enforcement efforts and criminal investigations.  On 

a regular basis, I see that people are following the governor's directives.  I am not seeing people 

congregating and there is an obvious effort to maintain social distancing, etc.  We're seeing less 

vehicular and pedestrian traffic.  Overall, we have maintained a general level of inactivity.  I do 

believe that people are doing the right things and our department has not been adversely 

impacted by this situation. 

- I did complete a couple of home deliveries of groceries to assist those that requested that 

service.  People who consider themselves in a limited capacity or in a higher risk category can 

call and make arrangements with us to have home delivery of essential items like groceries and 

prescriptions. 

- The school district administrators have closed the school district properties to the public and 

have requested our help with the enforcement of that prohibition.  Initially, that included the track 

at the football stadium but as of earlier this week, that area is no longer restricted. 

- I did make arrangements with Jefferson County Sheriff Jeff Herrig to be able to enforce K.S.A. 

48-939  - the law that addresses the governor's directives related to the virus emergency.  This 

arrangement includes a standing request by the sheriff to assist his agency to cite people, if 

necessary, for a violation of the statute and a mechanism to carry out the issuing of citations.  I 

do not foresee having to actually cite people but if we are faced with that decision, we will have 

the ability to fully implement the process. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

- The "dog car" is now fully functional.  A number of the city council members have had the 

opportunity to see it following me completing the assembly of the transport cage area.  The 

approved repairs were completed under the approved spending limit.  Final touches are the 

vehicle graphics and a set of amber caution/emergency lights to be installed soon.  I acquired a 

couple types of catch-pole devices and a live animal trap.  Also, I implemented a 

reporting/record-keeping process to document any animal control activity, registration and dog-

at-large enforcement. 


