 City of Valley Falls

Open Meeting

April 21st, 2021

Open Meeting

The meeting was called to order 6:30 pm by Mayor Lucy Thomas.  Council members present were Connie Fridley, Salih Doughramaji, Mike Glissman, and Jennifer Ingraham.     

Staff present: Joseph Hackney, City Administrator; Chad Jepson, Public Works Director; Marcus Koch, Chief of Police; Leonard Buddenbohm, City Attorney
Approval of Minutes:  April 7th, 2021 and April 20th, 2021
Mike makes motion to approve minutes as presented; Connie seconds; Motion carries 5-0

Petitions, Proclamations, Requests, Complaints, Visitors, Etc.: 

None






Public Comments:  
None
Committee Reports: 

City Administrator/Mayor Report: Joe
Joe advised that he will be having meetings over the coming weeks regarding the FEMA disaster reimbursement application. There is no indication at this point how fast this will move forward, but the first step is a discovery meeting to identify the extent of the damages. More information to come. 
Joe also reports that there was additional vandalism at the park restrooms. This has become an unacceptable trend, and was the reason for prior recommendations to lock the restrooms. Upon further consideration, the governing body would like to invest in security cameras for the park restrooms. After more discussion, there was a desire to add cameras to the swimming pool facility as well. 

Gary makes a motion to pay no more than $1,000; Mike seconds; motion carries 5-0
Water/Sewer:
Salih/Gary
Chad reports that there an engineering consultant will be coming on site to evaluate the situation at the release point for the sewer ponds. Given the precarious situation with the how deep the release point is in the pit, staff would feel more comfortable getting an expert opinion on the matter. 

In addition to this, there has been a damaged fire hydrant on Linn Street. Staff has ordered replacement parts for the fire hydrant, and will also be creating a police report since whoever hit the hydrant did not report. Staff hopes we can identify who it was so we can make contact with their insurance provider. 

Streets/Alleys: Gary/Mike 
None.
Parks/Pool: Connie/Jennifer 
Lori gave an overview where pool season preparation is. Things are progressing nicely. Lori presented the 2021 pool roster, and 2021 pool fee schedule for council approval. Connie moves to approve both the roster and fee schedule as presented; Gary seconds. Motion carries 5-0. 
Fire Board:   Mike
None. 

Police/Court:  Connie/Mike
Marcus reports there has been a total of 18 applicants for the open police officer position. More information regarding the hiring process to come. 
Public Relations: Jennifer/Salih
None

VFEDC:  Joe
None
COMPLAINTS:
None
OLD BUSINESS:
1. Update on Sewer PER

2. Update on CDBG Community Facilities Project


- Bill Waggoner, GAS: 

Mr. Waggoner advised on the progress regarding the Community Facilities project. He informed that the environmental review portion of the project is progressing well, and will hopefully be completed soon. Once this step is complete, the project will be ready to go through the bidding process as set out in the CDBG procedures. Hopefully construction on this project can take place sometime in the early fall. In addition to this, Brett advised that there is no restriction in place that will prevent the City from applying for funding for Sewer infrastructure, even if the Community facility project is not completed yet. Brett advised he will continue to work with Joe on the projects, and will plan to come back as the project continues to develop. 

Salih also asked Brett to ensure that City procurement procedures, and code of conduct are in compliance with all regulating agencies. Brett said he would look into this and make sure. 
NEW BUSINESS: 
1. VFW – plans for facility improvements – follow up regarding donation and tank display request. 

- Joe presented the list of discretionary spending items for the FY20 year. After considering the remaining amount of funds, the governing body decided to donate $2,500 to the VFW for their facility improvement project. They will consider giving an additional $2,500 next FY. 
Salih makes a motion to give $2,500; Connie seconds; motion carries 5-0. 

Joe presented a sample letter which resembles the letter that previous City Administrator created for the VFW authorizing a retired weapon display on City property. After discussion, the governing body is fine with the display proposal for the park (retired tank), however, the governing body would like to make sure that it would be okay from an insurance perspective. Joe recommended giving conditional approval for staff to give the letter to the VFW, under the condition that the tank display for the VFW would not cause any complications with our insurance. 
Gary makes a motion to approve the tank display proposal from the VFW, with the condition that there are no insurance complications; Mike seconds. Motion carries 4-0-1. Salih abstains. 

2. Follow-up on cover for pool pump

Staff has compared quotes, and the cover for the price of $4,944 is the best price. Staff recommends purchase of this cover.

Gary makes motion to approve price of this purchase; Jennifer seconds; motion carries 5-0.

3. 40 yard clean-up dumpster - order prior to fenced area being complete. 

Due to competing projects, staff has not been able to get the fenced area for the clean-up and recycling dumpster completed.  With this in mind, City Attorney Buddenbohm recommends putting a big sign next to the dumpster which outlines the consequences (fine amount). After considering the governing body determined this is the best course of action until a fence can be constructed to better monitor abuse of the clean-up dumpster. 
Gary makes a motion to start the clean-up dumpster service on May 15th, not to exceed a total of $5,000 for the entire FY, and to have a large sign made indicating the consequences of misuse of the dumpster; Mike seconds; motion carries 5-0.\

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:
1. Charter Ordinance 001. 

City Attorney Leonard Buddenbohm advised there is a very old statute regarding the appointment of non-elected officials in the city of the third-class. He advised that there is a “house-keeping” measure which should take place, essentially exempting the City from hiring restrictions regarding residency of appointive staff, City Clerk position in particular. The Charter Ordinance presented would accomplish what would need to take place. 
Gary make motion to adopt Charter Ordinance 001; Salih seconds; motion carries 5-0. 

2. Hiring Christine Weishaar to become FT Administrative Assistant
After completing multiple interviews, Joe recommends hiring Christine Weishaar for a full-time position, at the pay rate of $16 an hour, with full benefits offered by the City per personnel policies. 
Gary makes a motion to hire Christine Weishaar, Mike seconds; motion carries 5-0. 

VOUCHERS:  April 21st, 2021

Mike makes a motion to approve the vouchers as presented; Jennifer seconds; motion carries 5-0. 
Executive session:

None

Adjournment: 

Salih makes motion to adjourn; Jennifer seconds; motion carries 5-0
____________________ 

Lucy Thomas, Mayor

Attest: 

_____________________________  

Joseph Hackney, City Administrator
