 City of Valley Falls

Open Meeting

April 7th, 2021

Open Meeting

The meeting was called to order 6:30 pm by Mayor Lucy Thomas (participated remotely).  Council members present were Connie Fridley, Salih Doughramaji, Mike Glissman, and Jennifer Ingraham.     

Staff present: Joseph Hackney, City Administrator; Chad Jepson, Public Works Director; Marcus Koch, Chief of Police

Approval of Minutes:  March 17th, 2021
Mike makes motion to approve the minutes as presented, Salih seconds. Motion carries 4-0. 

Petitions, Proclamations, Requests, Complaints, Visitors, Etc.: 

None






Public Comments:  
None
Committee Reports: 

City Administrator/Mayor Report: Joe
Brett Waggoner from GAS will be in attendance at the next City Council meeting to update the governing body on progress made on street project. 
There will be an Arbor Day proclamation next meeting.

Interviews with City Administrator and Mayor for the City Clerk position will begin this week, with hopefully City Council interviews taking place prior to the next meeting. 

The Public Works Director Position will remain posted until the end of April. Scheduling interviews for the first week of May will be the goal. 

Water/Sewer:
Salih/Gary
Chad brought up mechanical issues that the dump truck is having. The cost would be near $1,400, to repair the joystick for the dump bed and the plow, without labor. Also, the dump truck is in need of four tires. Chad found four tires for $100 apiece, which are lightly used. The governing body does not like spending more money on the dump truck, but the consensus is that it is better to try to get through the remainder of the FY. Mike makes a motion to make repairs to dump truck, Salih seconds. Motion carries 4-0.
Chad also mentioned that the gate valve at the sewer pond has caused damage. Staff will need to go into the pit in order to properly assess what the issue is, so proper parts can be ordered. 

Streets/Alleys: Gary/Mike 
Parks/Pool: Connie/Jennifer 
Met with Lori – preparations for the season are ongoing. Interviews for staff have taken place. 
Fire Board:   Mike
None. 

Police/Court:  Connie/Mike
Marcus is making preparations for police officer interviews. 
He also had follow up information regarding the police case management software – there is a mapping feature for the software. Also, he is looking into potential grant sources for the software. 
Public Relations: Jennifer/Salih
None

VFEDC:  Joe
None
COMPLAINTS:
None
OLD BUSINESS:
1. Update on Sewer PER  

2. Update of CDBG Community Facilities project
- Brett Waggoner will be here at the next meeting.
NEW BUSINESS: 
1. VFW – plans for facility improvements. 
- Mr. Tullis, representing the VFW, presented planned upgrades for the VFW building. Over the years, the VFW has outgrown its facility, and also is in need of making improvements, to ADA capacity and simple upgrades in the bathroom and kitchen. Mr. Tullis is asking the governing body to consider a donation which would aid in completing these improvements.

Mr. Tullis also presented the City Council with an idea of having a retired tank put on display in the City Park. This would be acquired by the VFW, and put on display in front of the current flag pole. Mr. Tullis explained that he received a letter indicating that the VFW had permission to put a different retired item on display sometime in the past, and was wondering if it would be possible to have something like this again. Joe said he would get a draft letter, which indicates this request for the governing body to consider approving at the next meeting. 

The governing body indicated a desire to make a donation to the VFW at the next meeting. Mike asked Joe about the financial aspects of making a donation, and what would be doable. Joe said this would be a discretionary spending item, and that he would provide an update at the next meeting. 

2. City Council meeting – open to the public discussion – Jefferson County Health Department

- The governing body agreed that they were comfortable fully opening the City Council meeting to the public, as Jefferson County mandates have relaxed. 

3. City Administrator agreement
- The Mayor presented an employment agreement for the City Administrator position. No discussion was held regarding the agreement. Jennifer makes a motion to approve; Salih seconds. Motion carries 4-0. 

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA:
None
VOUCHERS:  April 7th, 2021

Mike makes a motion to approve; Jennifer Seconds. Motion carries 4-0.
Executive session:

None

Adjournment: 

Mike makes a motion to adjourn; Connie seconds. Motion carries 4-0.
